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Dear All, 

 

A quick update as the Inverkeithing 

Heritage Regeneration scheme moves 

towards the end of its second year (with 

three more years to go!) 

 

We’re delighted that a stone and slate 

building survey of the historic centre of 

Inverkeithing has now been completed by 

the Scottish Lime Centre Trust. The survey 

report outlines the condition of the 

buildings and identifies suitable matching 

stone and slate for use in repairs. This is 

important because incompatible 

replacement stone can damage the 

surrounding masonry, and look unsightly. 

 

The survey team took samples of the local 

stone and worked with the Geology 

department at the University of Edinburgh 

to carry out analysis and testing. They also 

carried out individual mini-surveys of the 

majority of the buildings in the High Street 

area. The full report can soon be viewed 

on the project webpage and building 

owners can request a copy of the survey 

sheet for their building free of charge. A 

seminar will also be held in the new year. 

 

The drawings for the main phase of the 

High Street improvement works, which 

are due on site in 2022, have now been 

submitted for planning permission and 

will soon be available to view on the 

Inverkeithing project webpage. 

 

The first phase of the improvement works, 

for the area outside the Civic Centre, has 

now been delayed until January. This is 

due to a delay with the supply of the 

pitairlie sandstone paving slabs due to the 

Covid lockdown. Pitairlie sandstone is a 

high quality, locally quarried stone that 

was identified as the best match for the 

historic paving in Inverkeithing through 

the stone and slate survey. 

 

A new heritage motif has been selected by 

Inverkeithing Arts Initiative, based on 

designs by community artists. The motif 

will represent Inverkeithing’s rich history 

and vibrant future and is inspired by the 

Janus head that used to be on the roof of 

the Town House, but that went missing 

around the 1980s.  

 

An initial sketch of the heritage motif: 

 
 

The design will now be developed further, 

alongside ideas of where and how it will 

be used, and the stories that this 

enigmatic, old/new, male/female, 



            

land/sea transition motif will tell. If any 

reader knows of the location of the 

original, we’d be delighted to hear more. 

 

You can still listen to the Inverkeithing 

Heritage Regeneration podcast series 

covering a range of fascinating topics 

linked to Inverkeithing’s history – pirates, 

witches, plagues, saints and lots more … 

The ten episodes are available free of 

charge on various podcast hosting sites 

and the links can be found on the project 

webpage (click on the Doors Open Day 

tab). Thank you to the guests who have 

shared their expert knowledge and special 

interests with us. 

 

Conservation in Action training for the 

construction sector will be launched in 

January, with a breakfast meeting to 

highlight the upcoming tendering 

opportunities, free traditional skills 

training, learning events and 

apprenticeship opportunities available 

through the project. If you work in the 

sector – come along. If you know masons, 

joiners, other trades or professionals in 

the sector, please email 

emma@fifehistoricbuildings.org.uk for 

details of the zoom meeting on Thursday 

28th January 8.00-8.45 am. We’ll not be 

able to deliver catering through zoom in 

January, but have a crafty plan to offer 

coffee and bacon roll site tours, as soon as 

it is safe to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

A wide range of training opportunities will be 

available for contractors: 

 
 

The design work for the repair and 

refurbishment of the Town House is 

continuing, with the building warrant 

application submitted in September. 

We’re very excited about the plans, which 

will transform the building into a vibrant, 

accessible and energy efficient space for 

the community. We’ve welcomed some 

new faces to the project steering group, 

and are keen for more local people to 

come on board – if you think this could be 

for you, please do get in touch. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to find 

out more or get involved, please email 

inverkeithing@fifehistoricbuildings.org.uk   

or call 01592 890060. 

 

fifehistoricbuildings.org.uk/inverkeithing 
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